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During March through April 1997, Sasa kurilensis (Ruprecht) Makino & Shibata var. 
jotanii Inoue & Tanimoto (Poaceae: Bambusoideae) exhibited monocarpic mass flowering, 
beginning partially in the spring of 1996. Several clumps of the plant have been implanted 
from two distributing areas of Izu Islands; Mt. Oyama, Mikura-jima and Mt. Miharayama, 
Hachijo-jima into campuses of the Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, Tsukuba 
and Utsunomiya University, Utsunomiya, Kanto District, Japan for 13 years. Another clump 
from Mt. Oyama has been implanted into Tsubota, Miyake-jima, 18 km North of Mikura- 
jima for more than 20 years. All these implanted clumps flowered at the same spring of 
1997. While clumps from Mt. Miharayama did not exhibit flowering both in the native 
stand and two implanted sites. These facts showed that the mass flowering of S. kurilensis 
var. jotanii caused by endogenous or genetic factor(s), and not by any environmental factors; 
the populations in Mt. Oyama and Mt. Miharayama have a different history of establishment. 

The period of flowering cycle was estimated as 60 years, because an 80-years old villager 
remembered that last mass flowering had occured on the year at his 20-year-old. 
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Fig. 1. Map of Kanto District and Isl. Mikura-jima, Japan, showing the lo¬ 
cation of Sasa kurilensis var. jotanii in native stand (• and screened 
areas) and implanted site (*). 
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Fig. 2. Field phtographs of mass flowering population of Sasa kurilensis var. jotanii on Mt. 
Oyama, Mikura-jima. Photos were taken on Nov. 8, 1996 (A) and on April 3, 1997 (B to 
E). A: booting stage with green leaves; B: anthesis stage at alt. 700 m; C: short culms with 
inflorescences emerged directly from monopodial rhizomes running on trail; D: after flow¬ 
ering with yellowish leaves occured near the lower limit of distribution at alt. 590 m; E: view 
from Suzuhara moor on Mt. Oyama showing the yellowish mass flowered population around 
the summit ridge. The nearest green mat in Suzuhara moor is Sasa hayatae Makino. 
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